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General and complete disarmament

L etter dated 26 October 2007 from the Per manent Representatives
of the Russian Federation and the United States of Americato the
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Gener al

We have the honour to transmit herewith the text of the Joint Statement on the
Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles (see

annex), issued on 25 October 2007 by the Russian Federation and the United States
of America

We would be grateful if the text of the present letter and its annex could be
circulated as a document of the General Assembly, under agenda item 98.

(Signed) Vitaly I. Churkin
Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation
to the United Nations

(Signed) Zalmay K halilzad
Permanent Representative of the United States of America
to the United Nations
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Annex to the letter dated 26 October 2007 from the Per manent
Representatives of the Russian Federation and the United States of
Americato the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

[Original: English and Russian]

Joint United States-Russian Statement on the Treaty on the
Elimination of Inter mediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles
at the sixty-second session of the General Assembly

December 8, 2007 marks the twentieth anniversary of the signing of the Treaty
between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
on the Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles, which
banned ground-launched ballistic and cruise missiles with ranges between 500 and
5,500 kilometres. It is hard to overestimate the historic significance of this act: it
marked an important, practical step in meeting our NPT article VI obligation to
pursue negotiations in good faith on nuclear disarmament. By late 1991, the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States destroyed all missiles of these
two classes along with all supporting infrastructure under strict verification
procedures.

We would like to underscore the contribution of this Treaty to decreased
international tensions, particularly in Europe. The Russian Federation and the
United States take this occasion to reaffirm our joint support for the INF Treaty.

We are concerned with the proliferation of intermediate- and shorter-range
missiles. An ever-greater number of countries are acquiring missile production
technologies and adding such missiles to their arsenals. At the same time, the Treaty,
being of unlimited duration, is limiting the actions only of a few States, primarily
Russia and the United States.

The Russian Federation and the United States call on all interested countries to
discuss the possibility of imparting a global character to this important regime
through the renunciation of ground-launched ballistic and cruise missiles with
ranges between 500 and 5,500 kilometres, leading to destruction of any such
missiles and the cessation of associated programmes. Such a renunciation would
serve to strengthen the international nuclear missile non-proliferation effort.

Today the Treaty retains its long-standing importance. We believe that
renunciation of ground-launched intermediate- and shorter-range missiles and their
complete elimination in the world would increase the role of the Treaty as a model
for strengthening international security.

The Russian Federation and the United States will work with all interested
countries and continue to make every effort to prevent the proliferation of such
missiles and strengthen peace in the world.
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