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Anthology of Roland Timerbaev and Anthology of Gennady Euvstafiev
monographs will be of particular interest to everyone concerned with interna-
tional relations and security issues — from the future of the nuclear nonprolif-
eration regime to the prospects for the development of drones.

! Tumep6aes P.M. Us6pannoe / Cepust «[INP-Bubinuoreka». M.: [INP-IIpece, 3naTenbeTBo
«Becp Mup», 2023. URL: https://pircenter.org/Anthology-of-Roland-Timerbaev

2 Escradbes I.M. z6pannoe. K 85-yetuio co ausa poxkaenus. Cepus «[IMP-Bubnuorexar.
M.: UsnparensctBo «Bech Mup»; IINP-TIpece, 2023. URL: https://pircenter.org/Anthology-of-
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PART VII. FROM RUSSIA WITH BOOKS

Ambassador Roland Timerbaev was one of the most honored specialists
in nuclear nonproliferation and former high-ranking Soviet and Russian
diplomat. All over the world he was famous as a founding father of the 1968
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT). In this book you can find publications
about the origin and evolution of nuclear nonproliferation and nuclear arms
control regimes, fragments of documents and diaries from the author’s personal
archive, as well as pieces of his memoirs. A number of topical global security
issues is raised in this work, including the most important ones — how nuclear
war can be avoided and whether it is possible to build a world without nuclear
weapons.

Gennady Evstafiev was a Soviet and Russian intelligence officer and
diplomat, Lieutenant General of the Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR).
Gennady Evstafiev played a leading role in the preparation of the following
SVR’s public reports: A New Challenge After the Cold War: Proliferation of
Weapons of Mass Destruction (1993)? and The Treaty of the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons: Problems of Extension (1995). After his retirement in
2003, he was Senior Advisor, then Senior Vice-President of PIR Center. When
he worked in PIR Center, arms control, and the establishment of new security
arrangements in Europe always remained in his focus. His book includes inter-
views, articles and reviews devoted to international security issues.

PIR Center cherishes the memory of both these distinguished authors. In
order to preserve their heritage PIR Center launched several initiatives.

In 2022, the Commission for the Preservation of Ambassador Roland
Timerbaev Scientific and Creative Legacy was established. The Commission is
responsible for the selection, editing and publication of materials for the second
and third volumes of Timerbaev’s Anthology. In addition, since 2020 PIR
Center has held International Timerbaev Nuclear Debates which are a platform
for discussing key issues of nuclear nonproliferation, arms control, strategic
stability, global security in general, as well as an effective tool for the formation
of a new generation of experts in international security. Detailed information
on them can be found at Roland Timerbaev: Memory Gallery, developed by
PIR Center at its educational and training platform NONPROLIFERATION.
WORLD?.

3 «HoBwbi#l BBI30B moCse «XOJOAHON BOWHBI»: PACIHPOCTPAHEHUE OPYKUA MAaCCOBOTO
yHUUYTOXKeHUsA». OTKPBITBIN Aokiaazy CBP Poccuu 1993 r. // Ciy:x6a BHeIIHEH pa3BeIKH
Poccuiickoit ®enepanuu. Jlokymentsl. URL: http://svr.gov.ru/material.htm.

4 «JToroBOp 0 HEPACIIPOCTPAHEHUU SJIEPHOTO Opykust. [Ipo6ieMbl pojsieHust» . OTKPITHINA
noxiag CBP Poceun 1995 1. // Coyx6a BHelHeH pa3Benku Poccutickoit Peepanyu. JJOKyMeHTHI.
URL: http://svr.gov.ru/material.htm.

5 Memory Galleries // PIR Center NONPROLIFERATION.WORLD Platform for education
and training. URL: https://pircenter.org/en/memory-galleries/.
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In 2022, the Commission on the Legacy of Lieutenant General Gennady
Evstafiev was established as well. The purpose of the Commission is to publish
selected works of General Evstafiev as well as a photo archive, other archival
materials (to the extent that they are available to us), as well as the development
of the Gennady Evstafiev’s Memory Gallery on PIR Center website. In 2021, in
remembrance of Lieutenant General Evstafiev PIR Center established a compe-
tition Gennady Evstafiev Award (or the Evstafiev Award) for the best research
work in the field of international security®. Any author who is no older than
30 years is eligible to participate in the contest. The submitted (research) paper
should be written in English or Russian and must be exclusive; the submission
of the documents implies that the contestants agree to provide PIR Center with

the copyright. %}

6 Evstafiev Award // PIR Center. URL: https://pircenter.org/en/evstafiev-award.
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Palgrave Macmillan Singapore. 2022.
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! First published in Russia in Global Affairs Journal (in Russian): Autonos A.W. He ycrymka,
He peBepaHCc, HO HeobxomumocTh // Poccus B riobanpHOM mosmtuke. 2023. T. 21. No 2.

C. 220-222. URL: https://globalaffairs.ru/articles/ne-ustupka-ne-reverans/.
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The PIR Center’s collective monograph Russia-US Nuclear Nonprolifer-
ation Dialogue: Lessons Learned and Road Ahead, which was published by
the authoritative Palgrave Macmillan (a division of the Springer Publishing
Group) and now gaining readership in the United States and around the world, is
an example of an in-depth, thoughtful study on the evolution of the US-Russian
cooperation in this area.

Nuclear nonproliferation issues have been in the spotlight of the world
community for decades. This monograph, edited by Dr. Vladimir Orlov,
an experienced nuclear nonproliferation expert, and his young PIR Center
colleague Sergey Semenov, rightly underscores the importance of multilateral
platforms where the efforts to create a nonproliferation architecture have been
undertaken. Today we can assert that the established system proves effective.
I fully share the authors’ thesis that the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty
(NPT) remains the cornerstone of nuclear nonproliferation and disarmament.
Changing the document let alone abandoning it is unacceptable and can lead to
unpredictable consequences for strategic stability.

The publication provides an objective view of Russia’s contribution to
addressing nonproliferation challenges. The authors emphasize the results that
Russia and its partners have achieved. In particular, Russia laid the foundation
for a number of effective safeguards and export control formats, including
the Nuclear Suppliers Group.

The experts specifically focus on the US-Russian cooperation. The second
part of the study clearly demonstrates how productive such cooperation on
the issues of nuclear nonproliferation in South Asia, as well as the Iranian
nuclear program can be.

Arms control is an integral element of strengthening the global security
architecture. In the third part of the paper the authors focus on the Soviet-
American negotiations on strategic offensive arms reduction and limitation
agreements, compare the countries’ approaches to the policy of elimination of
nuclear weapons and discuss NATO’s nuclear sharing.

The issues raised in the monograph once again remind us of the special
responsibility that lies with Russia and the United States. Sadly, Washington is
willing to neglect this responsibility in favor of short-term political gains. The
efforts of previous US administrations have undermined the implementation of
the most important international agreements which served as a concrete confir-
mation of their participants’ commitment to the spirit and letter of Article VI
of the NPT.

Our country has objections to Washington’s unilateral withdrawal of
a part of American submarine-launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs) and heavy
bombers from counting under the New START Treaty. Despite the extension of
the Treaty in 2021, consultations on strategic stability have been interrupted,
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namely on the initiative of the American side. Instead of a substantive dialogue
on all elements of the new security equation, we hear absurd insinuations
about Russian nuclear policy.

As the monograph shows, the cooperation between Russia and the United
States on nonproliferation and arms control issues is neither a concession nor
a reverence to anyone. It is an absolute necessity. Such issues will have to be
reviewed, and it is better to do so without experiencing another 1962 Cuban
Missile Crisis.

Our country is open to cooperation on the basis of pragmatism and equita-
bility. However, the dialogue on strategic stability cannot be established with
disregard to geopolitical realities and the general background of bilateral
relations in place.

Unless Washington reconsiders its confrontational approaches to
the engagement with Russia and reduces its conflict potential, it will be
difficult to achieve sustainable agreements. Although among the authors
of the monograph there are those who are experienced in negotiations with
Americans on strategic offensive weapons (in particular, Yuri Nazarkin), its
peculiarity and advantage lie in the fact that more than a dozen new writers
worked on it. For some of them this work was their scientific debut. A fresh
look of young researchers, whose approach to the problem is inquisitive and not
indifferent, is a good sign. The majority of the newcomers are recent graduates
of MGIMO University. Some of them continue to work for the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and other government agencies, while others have joined
nongovernmental organizations.

In conclusion, I would like to note that Russian officials always respect and
pay attention to the recommendations of PIR Center specialists. Their expertise
has repeatedly been in demand at various specialized forums, including NPT
review conferences. I am confident that this work will make a worthy contri-
bution to the development of Russian approaches to combating modern
challenges and threats to nuclear nonproliferation. I am glad that the world
premiere of this important book has taken place despite unfavorable external
factors. &)
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! The information provided in the Chronology is based on a wide range of different open
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January 1, 2023 — A powerful explosion occurred in military airfield near
Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul. Later Islamic State of Iraq
and Syria (ISIS)! claimed responsibility for carrying out this attack.

January 8, 2023 — Prime Minister of Sweden Ulf Kristersson announced that
having nuclear weapons on the Swedish territory in peacetime was in
the cards. His speech including this statement was delivered at the Folk
och Forsvar Annual National Conference in Silen.

January 12-13, 2023 — 50 women in Burkina Faso’s northern province
of Soum were abducted and by gunmen. Military authorities laid all
the blame upon armed terrorist groups considering them to have changed
their tactics to targeting more civilians.

January 19, 2023 — Denmark announced that it would donate 19 French-
made Caesar howitzer artillery systems to Ukraine. It was estimated as
a move to exert pressure on Germany which held the export license for
the Leopard 2 tanks to permit the countries to which Berlin had supplied
the vehicles (as Poland) to send them to Ukraine.

January 20, 2023 — The Dutch Cabinet announced that the Netherlands
would consider supplying F-16 fighter jets to Ukraine. It was also added
that Denmark wanted to pay for modern Leopard 2 tanks that other
countries would send to Ukraine.

January 20, 2023 — It was announced that Central African Republic was
going to request Russia to increase the number of the Russian military
instructors present in the country. According to the state’s authorities,
Russian military instructors could provide Central African Republic with
high-quality training of the local military personnel to effectively fight
with against terrorist groups.

January 21, 2023 — Tiirkiye denounced Sweden after Islamophobic protests
in front of its Embassy in Stockholm. It included the burning of Quran by
far-right supporters and a separate demonstration by Kurdish activists
previously permitted by Swedish authorities. In response Tiirkiye
decided to cancel Swedish Defense Minister visit who had planned to
discuss Tiirkiye’s position on Sweden’s NATO membership.

January 23, 2023 — Germany started to dispatch first two out of three Patriot
air defense units to Poland to be deployed near the Ukrainian border to
prevent any stray missile strikes. The decision was provoked by many
fears that the conflict in Ukraine would spill over the border.

January 23, 2023 — The US decided not to deploy ground-launched inter-
mediate-range missiles in the territory of Japan. The decision was made
that if Japan acquired long-range missiles by introducing counterattack

! The organization is recognized as terrorist in the Russian Federation. — Editor’s Note.
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capabilities, it would be unnecessary as it could strengthen its deterrence
against China’s intermediate-range missiles.

January 29, 2023 - Several powerful explosions occurred in Iranian weapons
factory in the central city of Isfahan. The strikes damaged a military
industrial complex of Iran which was believed to be a production hub
for drones and missiles that were used across the Middle East and by
Russian forces in Ukraine.

January 30, 2023 — Suicide bombing took place in Peshawar, Pakistan,
killing over 84 and leaving over 220 injured. There was no claim of
responsibility for the attack. The city of Peshawar is frequently targeted
by terrorist militant groups.

February 1-2, 2023 — The exchanges of fire between Israeli forces and Pales-
tinian groups in Gaza Strip took place. Israel launched air raids on Gaza
Strip on February 2 in response to Palestinian rocket fire on February 1.

February 2, 2023 — President of Serbia Aleksandar Vuéi¢ announced at
the parliament meeting that Serbia would not join NATO and would
maintain military neutrality. As Kosovo declared independence from
Serbia in 2008 and was recognized by the United States and most EU
nations, some discussions on its membership in NATO and EU kept
going.

February 2, 2023 — Police in Norway banned new Quran burning protests. It
was to be held hours after Tiirkiye had summoned the Norwegian ambas-
sador to voice protest against the planned provocation.

February 6, 2023 — Tiirkiye and Syria faced the devastating 7.8-magnitude
earthquake near their borders. Tens of thousands of people were killed.
The earthquake destroyed thousands of buildings including schools and
hospitals. Russia provided both states with aid and rescue workers.

February 8, 2023 — American journalist Seymour Hersh published an article
alleging that the United States was involved in sabotage of the Nord
Stream pipeline system in 2022. According to him, the operation was
carried out by the United States Navy. The Pentagon denied the allega-
tions.

February 8, 2023 — Russia accused the United States of failing to issue
visas to its delegates at the United Nations General Assembly.
According to the Russian officials, the US did not comply with the 1947
UN Headquarters Agreement and called for arbitration over violations
of the UN law by the US.

February 18-20, 2023 — The DPRK fired an intercontinental ballistic
missile into the sea off Japan’s west coast. It prompted the US to
hold joint air exercises with South Korea and separately with Japan
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on February 19. The next day North Korea launched ballistic missiles
again.

February 19, 2023 — According to the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), Iran enriched uranium to about 84 percent which was almost at
weapons-grade levels of 90 percent. As previously Israel stated it would
stand ready to attack and destroy Iran’s nuclear facilities. However,
officially Iran denied all accusations of enriching uranium to a purity of
84 percent.

February 19, 2023 — Four F-16 tactical jets of the Israeli air force delivered
a missile strike on Damascus from the Golan Heights. As a result,
the buildings of the Technical Institute of Applied Arts and the Center
of culture in the Kaft Sousa neighborhood were destroyed. Two shelling
attacks from the positions of the Jabhat al-Nusra? terrorist group were
reported in the Idlib de-escalation zone.

February 21, 2023 — President of Russia Vladimir Putin announced that
the Russian Federation would suspend its participation in the New
START Treaty. Besides, he said that the Defense Ministry and Rosatom
State Corporation must “make everything ready for Russia to conduct
nuclear tests” and that Russia “will not be the first to proceed with
these tests but if the United States goes ahead with them, we [Russia]
will as well”. Both statements were made during his 2023 Presidential
Address to the Federal Assembly.

February 21, 2023 — The US President Joe Biden reaffirmed his support for
Ukraine during his speech after the meeting with the President of Poland
Andrzej Duda in Warsaw, Poland. The day before he made a surprise
visit to Kiev, Ukraine, and met with Vladimir Zelensky. Biden announced
more military aid to Ukraine to fight against Russia.

February 24, 2023 — One year passed since Russia had started its Special
Military Operation in Ukraine.

March 2, 2023 — G20 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting under the Indian Presi-
dency came to an end without adopting the joint declaration. As
Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said, Western countries were
going all-out to highlight the situation around Ukraine which they were
presenting as Russian aggression in numerous rhetorical statements,
and their remarks were too emotional disrupting normal discussion of
the issues on the G20 agenda.

March 5, 2023 - Iran announced it was planning to launch two homegrown
satellites into space in cooperation with Russia.

2 The organization is recognized as terrorist in the Russian Federation. — Editor’s note.
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March 6, 2023 — President of Benin Patrice Talon said in his interview to
French channel La Chaine Info that African countries had the right to
use the services of private military companies, including Wagner Group,
to ensure their own security.

March 6-10, 2023 — The 1st Session of the 9th Meeting of the Group of
Governmental Experts on Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAWS)
was held in Geneva.

March 8, 2023 — South Korea approved export licenses for Poland to provide
Ukraine with Krab howitzers built with South Korean components. It was
the first confirmation that South Korea was at least indirectly providing
weapons components to Ukraine for its military actions against Russia.

March 9, 2023 — The DPRK fired at least six short-range missiles in response
to the joint military exercises between the US and South Korea which
were to be held on March 2023.

March 10, 2023 — Iran and Saudi Arabia agreed to resume diplomatic relations
which had been broken since 2016. The agreement came after talks held
in Beijing, China. Iranian foreign minister and his Saudi counterpart
agreed to follow up on the arrangements to reopen their diplomatic
missions, to encourage visits of official and private delegations and to
facilitate visa issuance for Iranian and Saudi citizens.

March 10, 2023 — The representative of South Korea stated that the country
could be interested in acquiring nuclear weapons. Oh Se-hoon, one of
the most high-profile officials of the South Korean ruling party, said
that the Republic of Korea should build nuclear weapons to defend itself
against the DPRK.

March 13, 2023 — San Diego, California, hosted the AUKUS summit. The
leaders of the US, UK and Australia reaffirmed that Australia would
acquire a conventionally armed, nuclear-powered submarine capability.
Prime Minister of Australia Anthony Albanese highlighted that the deal
was “the biggest single investment in Australia’s defense capability in all
of our history”.

March 13, 2023 — The US Air Force conducted tests of a hypersonic missile
AGM-183A. As US Secretary of the Air Force Frank Kendall said “the
latest test of hypersonic missile was not successful” as the US did not get
the results it needed.

March 15, 2023 — The President of Syria Bashar al-Assad announced that
official Damascus recognized the borders of Russia with the new terri-
tories of the Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics, Kherson and
Zaporozhye regions.
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March 15, 2023 — The DPRK fired two short-range ballistic missiles. The
launch came two days after North Korea had test-fired two strategic
cruise missiles from a submarine.

March 15, 2023 — The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspectors
discovered 2.5 tonnes of uranium missing from a Libyan test site. The
Agency will take all necessary measures to establish the circumstances
of the removal of uranium from the site.

March 15, 2023 — The US Department of Defense announced 800 million
dollars Security Assistance Package for Ukraine including the supply
of cluster munitions. Cluster munitions are prohibited by more than
100 countries. American President Joe Biden described the decision on
cluster bombs as difficult but said that Ukraine needed them.

March 15, 2023 — The US military drone crashed into the Black Sea. Russian
Ministry of Defense declared that “the drone flew with its transponders
off violating the boundaries of the temporary airspace regime estab-
lished for the Special Military Operation”. As a result, a Russian fighter
jet forced down an American drone over the Black Sea after damaging
the propeller of the American MQ-9 Reaper drone.

March 16-18, 2023 — Russia, China and Iran conducted joint naval drills in
the Arabian Sea. These were the third such trilateral military trainings
since 2019.

March 20-22, 2023 — The President of China Xi Jinping paid a three-day
state visit to Russia. It was his first foreign trip since securing the third
term as China’s president. The parties discussed issues of further devel-
opment of comprehensive partnership and strategic interaction between
Russia and China and signed more than a dozen agreements.

March 21, 2023 - Great Britain announced it would provide Ukraine with
armor-piercing rounds containing depleted uranium. It is a byproduct
of the uranium-enrichment process needed to create nuclear weapons
which can cause radiation, damage to DNA and cancer disease.

March 23, 2023 — The Secretary of the Security Council of Russia Nikolai
Patrushev said that about 50 NATO member states of the so-called
Ramstein coalition were involved in the Ukrainian conflict. Thus,
they provided Ukrainian military personnel with military supplies and
instructions from NATO countries.

March 23, 2023 — The talks between Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Development Cooperation of Burundi
Albert Shingiro took place in Sochi. They discussed the issues of devel-
oping friendly relations between the two states, confirmed the willingness
to deepen their dialogue and cooperation in many different fields and
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reviewed prospects for the implementation of joint projects, particularly
in peaceful nuclear energy, healthcare, and education.

March 23, 2023 — Ukrainian Air Force confirmed the use of the Joint Direct
Attack Munition (JDAM), an air-launched precision-guided weapon,
against the Russian forces. The announcement followed the confir-
mation from the US officials that a long-range JDAM-ER version of
the weapon had been supplied to Ukraine earlier that month to hit targets
up to 45 miles away with considerable destructive power.

March 25, 2023 - The President of Russia Vladimir Putin said on
the Rossiya-24 news channel that Russia would deploy its tactical nuclear
weapons in Belarus. The Russian leader emphasized that “the US has
been doing the same for decades placing their tactical nuclear weapons
on the territories of NATO countries”. He stressed that the deal between
Moscow and Minsk would not violate international law and the obliga-
tions in the sphere of nuclear nonproliferation.

March 28, 2023 — Hungary opposed sanctions against Russia in the field
of peaceful nuclear energy. Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter Szijjarto
said in a telephone conversation with Russian Deputy Prime Minister
Alexander Novak that Budapest would continue to block anti-Russian
sanctions in the field of peaceful atom.

March 28-30, 2023 — The Summit for Democracy was held in the US. The
event was attended by 120 countries in both real and virtual format.
Additionally, the US President Joe Biden announced 690 million dollars
into a new funding for democracy programs around the world. The
conflict in Ukraine was high on the agenda at the Summit. However,
some countries did not welcome it. Only 73 countries (of 121 invited)
signed the final declaration.

March 29, 2023 — Russia ceased its participation in Proliferation Security
Initiative (PSI). According to the Russian Foreign Ministry, the decision
was made as part of the response to the hybrid warfare by Western
countries against Russia since the start of the Special Military Operation
in Ukraine.

March 31, 2023 — Russia approved a new version of its Foreign Policy
Concept. The document reflects a general Russian commitment to
promote the formation of a more fair and sustainable multipolar world
order based on the principles of international law and equitable inter-
national cooperation to solve common problems and promote common
interests.

April 1-30, 2023 — Russia assumed the Presidency of the UN Security
Council.
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April 4, 2023 - Finland officially joined NATO and became its 31st member
state. For decades, Finland had officially remained neutral before it
came to military alliances. But on May 17, 2022, the Finnish Parliament
approved the government’s proposal to join NATO.

April 6, 2023 — The Israel Army Press Service reported launching of 34 rockets
from Lebanon towards Israel. 25 rockets were intercepted, and five
rockets fell on Israeli territory.

April 7, 2023 — The Israel Army Press Service announced strikes on the Gaza
Strip. Israeli Air Force aircraft targeted Hamas weapons facilities and
two tunnels in response to security violations.

April 8, 2023 — The DPRK declared it had tested underwater nuclear attack
drone Haeil-2. As it was announced by Korean Central News Agency
the “test perfectly proved the reliability of the underwater strategic
weapon system and its fatal attack ability”.

April 13, 2023 — It was reported that North Korea launched unspecified
ballistic missile towards the Sea of Japan. Japan urged the residents
of Hokkaido to evacuate immediately and to seek shelter in a building
or underground. Anyway, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
confirmed that “no missile had landed within the Japanese territory”.

April 14, 2023 —The authorities in Burkina Faso announced general mobili-
zation to fight terrorists. The President of the Republic Ibrahim Traoré
explained that the mobilization was necessary to provide the state with
all the necessary means to counter extremist attacks in the country.

April 15, 2023 — The conflict in Sudan flared up again. It started with the clash
between Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces
(RSF). The fighting began in Khartoum and soon spread to other parts
of the country.

April 19, 2023 — France’s ballistic missile submarine (SSBN) Le Terrible
successfully test-fired an M51 ballistic missile; it is a Triomphant-class
submarine of the French Navy.

April 19, 2023 — The government of Iceland reported that the US Navy subma-
rines could make short-term stops and resupply off its coast. However,
they can dock off the coast of Iceland only if there are no nuclear weapons
on board.

April 22, 2023 — The world marked 55th anniversary since the Treaty for
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean
(Treaty of Tlatelolco) came into force.

April 26, 2023 — The US and the Republic of Korea signed the Washington
Declaration. Among all other things, it stipulated that the US would
further enhance regular visibility of the strategic assets on the Korean
Peninsula, as evidenced by the upcoming visit of a US nuclear ballistic
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missile submarine to the South Korea. The two states also announced
the establishment of a new Nuclear Consultative Group to strengthen an
extended deterrence, discuss nuclear and strategic planning and manage
the threat to the nonproliferation regime posed by the DPRK.

April 27, 2023 — Akkuyu nuclear power plant (NPP) was opened. Turkish
NPP was built by Russia’s Rosatom State Corporation.

May 7, 2023 — Foreign ministers from the League of Arab States member
states agreed to bring Syria whose membership was suspended in 2011
back in the Organization. The decision was made pending the Arab
League Summit in Saudi Arabia, against the backdrop of normalization
of ties between the Arab countries and Damascus.

May 15, 2023 — Russia together with Belarus, North Korea, Nicaragua, and
Syria introduced a new concept of convention on international infor-
mation security to the UN General Assembly. According to the statement
of the Russian Foreign Ministry, “the Concept of the Convention is based
on the principles of sovereign equality of States and non-interference in
their internal affairs. It is aimed at prevention and settlement of conflicts,
establishment of interstate cooperation, including on building capacities
of the developing countries in the field of information security”.

May 15-19, 2023 — The 2nd Session of the 9th Meeting of the Group of Govern-
mental Experts on Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAWS) was
held in Geneva. As a result, the report was adopted which said, among
other things, that “states should ensure accountability over the use of
weapon systems based on emerging technologies in the area of lethal
autonomous weapon systems” through various measures.

May 21, 2023 — Russia gained full control over the city of Artemovsk
(Bakhmut). The battle for the town lasted more than 224 days.

May 22, 2023 — Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin paid a visit to
China. He addressed the plenary session of the Russia-China Business
Forum; he also visited the Shanghai Petrochemical Research Institute
of Sinopec Corporation where he met with the representatives of
the Russian business community.

May 23, 2023 — The High Representative of the EU for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy Josep Borrell said that the training of Ukrainian pilots
for the F-16 fighter jets that the West planned to supply to Kiev had
already started. He specified that Poland and a number of other states
had started training the Ukrainian military.

May 26, 2023 — New wave of clashes started in Kosovo, Serbia, after Kosovo
police fighters had forcibly occupied government buildings in several
districts. Later, NATO sent there 500 soldiers from the Turkish military
group.
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May 28, 2023 — The President of Tiirkiye Recep Tayyip Erdogan won presi-
dential elections. He received 52.14 percent of votes in the second round
while his opponent Kemal Kilicdaroglu received only 47.86 percent of
votes.

May 29, 2023 — Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov flew to Kenya where
he met with the country’s leadership. During the visit potential areas
of cooperation between Moscow and Nairobi were discussed including
in such fields as energy, mining, telecommunication, cybersecurity,
agriculture, tourism, and food security.

May 29, 2023 — The Central African Republic’s Ambassador to Moscow Leon
Dodonu-Punagaza said that the Republic was interested in hosting
Russian military base on its territory. He suggested that such a base
could station five to ten thousand Russian soldiers.

May 30, 2023 — Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov paid a visit to
Burundi. As he pointed out his negotiations with the Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Development Cooperation of Burundi Albert Shingiro were
held in a cordial and trusting atmosphere and covered almost all areas of
interaction between the two states. For example, they positively assessed
the steps taken by both countries to develop cooperation in the field of
nuclear energy.

May 31, 2023 — Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov came to Mozam-
bique. According to the Russian Foreign Ministry, all the meetings and
conversations confirmed intention of both countries to further strengthen
bilateral relations including the promotion of further foreign policy
coordination, expansion of trade, economic and investment cooperation,
intensification of interparliamentary and humanitarian ties, etc.

May 31, 2023 — Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov paid a visit to
the Republic of South Africa where he also attended the meeting of
foreign ministers from the BRICS countries on June 1-2. The meeting
included a separate session with the participation of invited foreign
ministers of a number of developing countries. South Africa became
the last country of Sergey Lavrov’s African tour in 2023; some days
before he visited Kenya, Burundi, and Mozambique.

June 1, 2023 — The US stopped providing nuclear data to Russia within
the New START Treaty. According to the US Department of State
statement, “beginning June 1, 2023, the United States is withholding
from Russia notifications required under the Treaty, including updates
on the status or location of Treaty-accountable items such as missiles
and launchers”.

June 4, 2023 — The start of the Ukrainian Counteroffensive was announced.
Ukraine was expected to struggle with all its might to retake the territory
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it lost in the opening months of the Russia’s Special Military Operation.
Later it proved to be unsuccessful.

June 6, 2023 — Kakhovka Dam was attacked by Ukraine which resulted
in its destruction. Some villages were flooded, and their residents
were evacuated. Russian Foreign Ministry “strongly condemned
the destruction of the Kakhovka hydropower plant by the Ukrainian
armed forces that has led to a devastating humanitarian and environ-
mental disaster”.

June 14-17, 2023 — The 26th Saint Petersburg International Economic Forum
was held. There were signed more than 900 agreements.

June 23, 2023 — The US reaffirmed its readiness to supply cluster munitions
to Ukraine. Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Russia, Ukraine,
Eurasia Laura Cooper said that the “dual-purpose improved conventional
munition would be useful, especially against dug-in Russian positions on
the battlefield”.

June 24, 2023 — Copenhagen, Denmark, hosted the first peace meeting
aimed to advance the proposal by Vladimir Zelensky for a peace summit
to promote peace formula, building on a 10-point plan designed by
him in November 2022. Senior officials from Ukraine, G7 countries,
the European Union, and the nations such as Brazil, India, Saudi Arabia,
South Africa and Tiirkiye took part in the meeting.

June 26, 2023 - France conducted a maiden test of a prototype hypersonic
glider. According to the French defense procurement agency, “flight test
of the glider on a very demanding long-range trajectory represented an
unprecedented technical challenge that will pave the way for the future
of our [French] national hypervelocity roadmap”.

June 26, 2023 — The head of the German Defense Ministry Boris Pistorius
said that Berlin had no possibility to send F-16 fighter jets to Kiev as it
did not have them. The German Air Force had Eurofighter and Tornado
fighters at its disposal. However, the authorities were extremely reserved
in responding to requests for their supplies to Ukraine.

June 30, 2023 - Russia’s Permanent Representative to the UN Vasily
Nebenzya declared that Moscow had circulated a letter to the Organi-
zation saying that Russia urged the UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres to force Kiev to stop provocations at the Zaporozhye Nuclear
Power Plant (ZNPP).

July 4, 2023 — Iran officially joined the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO). The process of Iran’s accession to the SCO started in 2021. Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi, commenting Tehran’s accession to the Organi-
zation, said that membership in the SCO would provide Iran with an
opportunity for sustainable economic development.
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July 4, 2023 — The summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
Heads of State Council was held in the format of videoconference. The
agenda was focused on the prospects for the development of multilateral
cooperation across SCO activities.

July 8, 2023 — All declared chemical weapons stockpiles verified as irreversibly
destroyed, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
(OPCW) announced. According to the OPCW press release, “the United
States of America, the last possessor-state, completed the destruction of
its declared chemical weapons stockpile”.

July 10, 2023 — The 6th Russia-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Ministerial
meeting for Strategic Dialogue was held in Moscow. The participants
discussed the situation in the Middle East and North Africa, touched
upon the issue of establishing a stable collective security system in
the region, stressed the importance of the strategic dialogue between
Russia and the GCC and of strengthening relations based on friendship,
mutual trust, and cooperation. The sides approved the Joint Statement
including the Joint Action Plan of the Russian Federation and the GCC
for 2023-2028.

July 17, 2023 — The US sent F-16 fighter jets to the Gulf region to help protect
ships from being hijacked by Iran in the Strait of Hormuz. It was planned
that the F-16s arriving in the region would provide air cover for ships
travelling through vital waterways and increase the visibility of the US
military in the region in efforts to deter Iran.

July 18, 2023 — The Black Sea Grain Initiative was terminated. Russia had
been saying for months that the conditions for the Deal’s extension
had not been fulfilled. The situation had not changed which resulted in
the collapse of the Grain Initiative.

July 18, 2023 — The UN Security Council met for the first time to discuss
the risks posed by artificial intelligence (AI). All the countries partici-
pating in the event expressed their concern about Al.

July 20-23, 2023 - Russia and China conducted joint military exercises in
the Sea of Japan. According to China’s Ministry of Defense, the military
drills aimed to enhance the level of strategic cooperation between the two
armies and improve their ability to jointly maintain regional peace and
stability and respond to various security challenges.

July 26-28, 2023 — A coup d’état took place in Niger. Armed forces seized
power and suspended the constitution. President Mohamed Bazoum was
placed under house arrest, and the military came to power.

July 27, 2023 — A Russian military delegation led by the Russian Defense
Minister Sergey Shoigu paid a visit to the DPRK. The leader of the North
Korea Kim Jong Un and Sergey Shoigu discussed the issues of mutual
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concern related to regional security. They also visited an exhibition of
weapons including ballistic missiles.

July 27-28, 2023 — The 2nd Russia-Africa Summit was held in Saint
Petersburg, Russia. The Summit resulted in the adoption of five key
documents: Declaration of the Second Russia-Africa Summit; Decla-
ration of the Second Russia-Africa Summit on the Prevention of an Arms
Race in Outer Space; Declaration of the Second Russia-Africa Summit on
Cooperation to Ensure International Information Security; Declaration
of the Second Russia-Africa Summit on Strengthening Cooperation to
Combat Terrorism; Action Plan of the Russia-Africa Partnership Forum
for 2023-2026. Additionally, there were signed 161 agreements that did
not constitute commercial secrets (146 agreements with foreign organi-
zations and authorities), although the value of the agreements was not
disclosed.

July 31-August 11, 2023 — The 1st Preparatory Committee for the 2026
Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons was held.

August 5, 2023 — Saudi Arabia held consultations on a peaceful settlement of
the crisis over Ukraine. Senior officials from some 40 countries including
Brazil, China, India, South Africa, but not Russia, took part in them. The
Saudi authorities presented an alternative plan to resolve the conflict
in Ukraine. There were no practical results achieved after the consulta-
tions.

August 7, 2023 — South African Foreign Minister Naledi Pandor said
that the leaders of 23 countries expressed their desire to join BRICS.
According to him, Algeria, Argentina, Bangladesh, Bahrain, Belarus,
Bolivia, Cuba, Egypt, Ethiopia, Honduras, Indonesia, Iran, Kazakhstan,
Kuwait, Morocco, Nigeria, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Thailand,
United Arab Emirates, Venezuela, and Vietnam were on the list of
the countries wishing to join BRICS that submitted official applications.

August 11, 2023 — The Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) agreed to launch a military operation in Niger “as soon
as possible”. It was pointed out that Cote d’Ivoire would contribute
a battalion of between 850 and 1.100 troops along with soldiers from
Nigeria and Benin and that other countries would join them.

August 11, 2023 — Russian Foreign Ministry published a press release
On the Decisions Adopted by Russia, the UK and the United States
Regarding the De-Targeting of Strategic Nuclear Missiles. It under-
lined that “guaranteeing that a potential adversary can be deterred from
aggression against the Russian Federation and/or its allies is one of
the top state priorities”.
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August 11, 2023 — Chinese Foreign Ministry said the US was grabbing space
resources for its own gain and undermining peace in outer space. Chinese
Foreign Ministry accused the United States of escalating arms race in
the outer space.

August 17, 2023 — The United States approved sending F-16 fighter jets to
Ukraine from Denmark and the Netherlands as soon as Ukrainian pilots
training was completed.

August 22-24, 2023 — The 15th BRICS Summit was held in Johannesburg,
South Africa. The final declaration comprised a variety of issues: from
multilateralism, international law, and cooperation in a number of fields
to regional conflicts, food security, sanctions, etc. Six new countries,
namely Argentina, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, United Arab
Emirates were invited to join BRICS.

August 28, 2023 — Aleppo International Airport in northern Syria was
knocked out of action by an Israeli air attack. The attack destroyed
the runway and caused material damage.

September 4, 2023 — A pro-American coalition carried out airstrikes with
F-16 and F-35 aircraft against two sites in the Syrian province of Homs.

September 9-10, 2023 — G20 Summit was held in New Delhi, India.
It was a culmination of all the G20 processes and meetings held
throughout the year among ministers, senior officials, and civil societies.
G20 members reached consensus on a final declaration of the Summit.
It reflected the agreements reached on a wide range of current issues
and actions, including food, climate, energy, the necessity of reforming
international financial institutions, digital transformation, and macro-
economic policy.

September 11, 2023 — Armenia and the US started military drills which took
place at two exercise areas near Yerevan. According to the Armenian
Ministry of Defense, “the purpose of the exercise is to increase the level of
interoperability of the units participating in international peacekeeping
missions within the framework of peacekeeping operations, to exchange
best practices in control and tactical communication”. The drills were to
be held from September 11 to September 20.

September 15, 2023 — Al-Qaeda?® threatened to attack French and Swedish
authorities. The threats against the two countries were related to
the Quran burnings that had taken place in Sweden. The actions of
the terrorist organization were also provoked by France’s decision to ban
the wearing of the Muslim abaya at schools.

3 The organization is recognized as terrorist in the Russian Federation. — Editor’s Note.
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September 18, 2023 — The US temporarily deployed the Raytheon Standard
SM-6 ground-based mobile missile launcher. This was the first time a US
medium-range missile was deployed in Europe after the INF Treaty had
been signed in 1987.

September 19-20, 2023 — Azerbaijan launched a military offensive into
the self-declared Nagorno-Karabakh Republic which was considered
as “anti-terrorist measures of a local nature”. On September 20, 2023,
Baku claimed full control of the region. The President of the self-declared
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic Samvel Shahramanyan signed a decree to
dissolve all state institutions by January 1, 2024.

September 25-29, 2023 — The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
General Conference 2023 (GC67) took place in Vienna, Austria. Partici-
pants adopted resolutions on nuclear and radiation safety, nuclear
security and strengthening the effectiveness and efficiency of the Agency
safeguards, IAEA technical cooperation activities and activities related to
nuclear science, technology, and applications, etc.

September 29-October 2, 2023 — Moscow hosted the 1st Russia-Latin
America International Parliamentary Conference. There was signed
a special agreement granting the State Duma of the Russian Federation
an observer status at the Central American Parliament (PARLACEN).

October 4, 2023 — Brazil reaffirmed its intention to build nuclear subma-
rines. The Brazilian special shipyard Itaguai Construgoes Navais
launched the process of constructing this first Brazilian nuclear-powered
submarine, designated SN-BR.

October 5, 2023 — Russia declared it had successfully tested a Burevestink
missile. It is a ground-launched and low-flying cruise missile that is not
only capable of carrying a nuclear warhead but is also nuclear-powered.
Burevestnik is considered to be able to reach any spot of the world.

October 6, 2023 — NATO deployed new troops to Kosovo, Serbia. The
first group consisted of 200 military personnel from the UK came to
strengthen NATO’s capabilities in the face of protest in northern Kosovo.
Later, on October 14, NATO announced the arrival of a new group.
According to NATO'’s official statement, “more than 130 Romanian
military personnel arrived in Kosovo to further reinforce the KFOR
[Kosovo Force] mission”.

October 7, 2023 — Hamas militants attacked Israel. Israel announced the start
of a war and mobilized its army. Many European leaders and the US
condemned the attack by Hamas and expressed their support to Israel.
Iran, on the contrary, supported Hamas. Russian Foreign Ministry urged
the parties to hold a ceasefire.
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October 8, 2023 - Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov met with
the Secretary General of the League of Arab States Ahmed Aboul Gheit in
Moscow. As Sergey Lavrov stated, he was “referring to the need to resolve
the Palestinian problem based on the two-state solution in keeping with
the UN Security Council resolutions, the agreements reached by the two
parties in Oslo and Madrid and the Arab Peace Initiative. These agree-
ments and resolutions provide for the creation of the State of Palestine
which will live side by side with Israel in peace, security, and cooper-
ation”.

October 17-18, 2023 — The President of Russia Vladimir Putin visited Beijing
to take part in the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) summit. The Russian
leader met with the President of China Xi Jinping. They discussed a wide
range of issues and described Russia-China relationship as having no
limits.

October 18, 2023 — The requirements set forth in the UN Security Council
Resolution 2231 on the Iranian missile program and international
cooperation with Tehran on this matter expired. However, the European
Council confirmed that the European Union would maintain all sanctions
imposed on Iran that should have been lifted on October 18, 2023, under
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) including the measures
related to Iran’s missile program. Russian Foreign Ministry in this regard
condemned the bad-faith practices of the Western countries.

October 20, 2023 — The US conducted tests at a nuclear test site in Nevada,
USA. It was on that day that the State Duma of the Russian Federation
withdrew the ratification of the CTBT.

October 25, 2023 — The Red Sea crisis started. Yemen’s Houthi rebels
attacked the ships that were linked to Israel. The Houthi continued their
attacks in the following weeks which resulted in the biggest disruption
to global trade since the COVID-19 pandemic and provoked a military
response including the US and UK airstrikes on Yemen.

October 25, 2023 - Moscow received a set of informal proposals from
Washington regarding strategic stability issues. Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergey Ryabkov said that it was unlikely that Russia and the US
would resume their dialogue on strategic stability “as long as the US does
not change its deeply hostile policy towards Russia...”. Later, in December
2023, Russia declared that these proposals were unacceptable.

October 25, 2023 — The Israel Defense Forces launched strikes against Syrian
army military infrastructure. Israel motivated its actions as a response to
rocket launches from Syria towards Israel.

October 26-27, 2023 — Minsk, Belarus, hosted a High-Level International
Conference “Eurasian Security: Reality and Prospects in a Transforming

545



PART VIII. IN THE SPOTLIGHT. TOP INTERNATIONAL SECURITY EVENTS CHRONOLOGY: YEAR 2023

World”. The aim of the Conference was to hold a frank and inclusive
discussion on the prospects for Eurasian security in the context of
the existing world order crisis. The Conference was attended by member
states of the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO), Common-
wealth of Independent States (CIS), Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO), other countries of Eurasia, heads of a number of international
organizations, representatives of academia and a number of think tanks
from about 30 countries.

November 1, 2023 — The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) reported an overnight

attack on Hamas targets in Gaza including operational headquarters and
militant squads.

November 1, 2023 — The UN General Assembly First Committee approved

a draft resolution on lethal autonomous weapons systems (LAWS). The
participants expressed their concern about possible negative conse-
quences and impact of autonomous weapons systems on global security
and regional and international stability and stressed an urgent need for
the international community to address the challenges and concerns
raised by such systems.

November 2, 2023 — The President of Russia Vladimir Putin signed a bill

revoking Russia’s ratification of the CTBT. Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergey Ryabkov reminded that Russia “will only resume nuclear
tests if the US does it first”.

November 2, 2023 — The 78th session of the UN General Assembly First

Committee adopted Russian resolution Developments in the Field of
Information and Telecommunications in the Context of International
Security. According to the official press release of the Russian Foreign
Ministry, the document reaffirmed the central role of the UN Open-
ended Working Group (OEWG) on developments in the field of infor-
mation and telecommunications in the context of international security.
The Resolution also contributes to the elaboration of a legally binding
document that governs the activities of states in the information space.
Such a resolution has been adopted annually since 1998 when Moscow
first introduced it to the UN General Assembly.

November 7, 2023 — Russia withdrew from the Treaty on Conventional
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November 10, 2023 — About 700 people were killed in clashes between
the Sudanese army and the Rapid Response Force in West Darfur state.

November 11-17, 2023 — San Francisco hosted the APEC Leaders’ Week
under the theme Creating a Resilient and Sustainable Future for All.
Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alexey Overchuk and members of
the Russian delegation took part in the event as well. At the beginning
of the visit Alexey Overchuk laid flowers at the World War IT (WWTII)
(1939-1945) Memorial in Lincoln Park honoring service personnel killed
in action during WWIL.

November 15, 2023 — Germany began withdrawing its air defense systems
and military personnel from Poland. Berlin delivered its Patriot systems
to Warsaw in January 2023 after Ukraine’s missile had fallen on
the territory of Poland.

November 19, 2023 - France successfully test-fired M51.3 long-range
ballistic missile. M51.3 missile is an upgraded version of M51, a three-
stage sea-land strategic ballistic missile designed to be launched from
French Navy submarines. M51 operational range is reported to be 8.000
t010.000 km.

November 20, 2023 - Javier Milei won the presidential elections in
Argentina. He is a far right-wing libertarian. He denies global warming,
opposes abortion, supports the dollarization of the Argentinian economy,
and opposes Argentina’s membership in BRICS. During the presidential
campaign Milei also claimed that Israel and the US would be the most
important partners for Buenos Aires.

November 21, 2023 - Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov met in
Moscow with the foreign ministers of Arab and Muslim countries who
were the members of the committee established at the emergency joint
summit of the Arab League and the Organization of Islamic Cooper-
ation (OIC) on the situation in Gaza. According to official press release
of the Russian Foreign Ministry, “the meeting consisted of a detailed
exchange of views and a comprehensive analysis of the situation in
the zone of the Palestine-Israel conflict”.

November 22, 2023 — Virtual G20 Leaders’ Summit was held. The virtual
summit took into consideration key outcomes of the G20 Summit in New
Delhi, India, and reviewed global developments that happened since
then.

November 23, 2023 — Minsk, Belarus, hosted the Collective Security
Treaty Organization (CSTO) Collective Security Council session. The
leaders discussed military and technical cooperation, the development
of collective response forces, combating terrorism and extremism,
biological threats, and drug trafficking.
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December 6, 2023 — The President of Russia Vladimir Putin held talks
with the President of the United Arab Emirates Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan in Abu Dhabi, UAE. The agenda of negotiations
included the current state of multi-faceted Russia-UAE cooperation and
the prospects for further expansion of ties, as well as topical international
issues with a focus on the situation in the Middle East.

December 6, 2023 — The meeting between the President of Russia Vladimir
Putin and Crown Prince and Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia Mohammed bin Salman Al Saud took place in the Saudi King’s
al-Yamamah Palace. Mohammed bin Salman Al Saud underlined that
Russia and Saudi Arabia “can find many topics and subjects of common
interest on which we [Russia and the UAE] are working together to
promote stability and development around the world including in
the Middle East”.

December 7, 2023 — The Kremlin hosted talks between Russian President
Vladimir Putin and the President of Iran Ebrahim Raisi who arrived in
Russia on a working visit. The two leaders discussed issues of bilateral
cooperation with an emphasis on the implementation of promising joint
trade and economic projects including transport and energy. They also
exchanged their views on the main international and regional issues.

December 9, 2023 — The President of Russia Vladimir Putin had a telephone
conversation with the President of Egypt Abdel Fattah es-Sisi. According
to the Official Website of the Russian President, “the leaders continued
their discussion of the highly aggravated situation in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict zone. They expressed their profound concern over
the unprecedented rise in casualties among the civilian population
including thousands of children and women. The leaders underlined
the critical importance of promptly halting the bloodshed, releasing
hostages, and ensuring an unimpeded provision of humanitarian assis-
tance to the civilian population of Gaza”.

December 10, 2023 — President of Russia Vladimir Putin had a telephone
conversation with the Prime Minister of Israel Benjamin Netanyahu.
As the Official Website of the Russian President reported, “discussion
was focused on the critical situation in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
zone, in particular, the disastrous humanitarian situation in the Gaza
Strip. Vladimir Putin reaffirmed his principled position of rejecting and
condemning terrorism in all its manifestations”.

December 14-15, 2023 — European Union Summit was held. The Summit
failed to approve a 50 euros billion budget aid program for Ukraine for
the next four years as Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban vetoed
the decision on a long-term budget aid program for Ukraine.
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December 18, 2023 — The EU agreed the 12th package of sanctions against
Russia. It included a ban on imports of Russian diamonds and tightened
export and import controls to comply with previous restrictions including
the obligation for companies to notify tanker sales. There were also
introduced personal sanctions which included 86 organizations and 61
individuals.

December 18, 2023 — The 3rd meeting of the Russia-ASEAN Dialogue on
the issues related to information and communication technology (ICT)
security was held virtually. According to the press release of the Russian
Foreign Ministry, both parties expressed their intention to further
develop legally binding instruments under the auspices of the United
Nations with a view to combating criminal use of ICTs and preventing
conflicts in the digital environment.

December 19, 2023 — Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin paid
a working visit to China. He met with Chinese President Xi Jinping and
held talks with Premier of the State Council Li Qiang. As a result, Russian
and China signed a joint communiqué on the results of the 28th regular
meeting of the heads of government of Russia and China and several
other documents on custom services.

December 19, 2023 — The US and Finland signed a defense cooperation
agreement to strengthen NATO’s effectiveness and to improve NATO
interoperability.

December 24, 2023 — Chad held a referendum. The citizens voted in favor of
a new constitution.

December 25, 2023 — Final summit of the year of the Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU) was held in Saint Petersburg. The Summit was marked by
signing of the Declaration on the development of the Eurasian Economic
Union until 2045 called Eurasian Economic Way. In addition, the presi-
dents of the EAEU member states signed an agreement on the creation
of a full-fledged free trade zone with Iran. &}
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Sergey BRILEV

PhD in History. An award-winning international journalist and author, TV
presenter, head of Sergey Brilev’s Studio with TV channels Russia-1 and
Russia-24. President of the Bering-Bellingshausen Institute (Uruguay) and
the Global Energy Prize Association. In 1990-1993, he was a correspondent
of Komsomolskaya Pravda and Moscow News newspapers; and Moscow
Correspondent for Radio El Mundo and La Razon (Argentina) and El Obser-
vador Econémicoand La Repiiblica (Uruguay). Since 1995 he has been a war
correspondent (Chechnya, Northern Ireland, Kuwait), a London correspondent,
a news presenter, and his own studio’s head with Russia-1 and Russia-24 TV
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channels. Interviewed such personalities as Tony Blair, George Bush, David
Cameron, Hugo Chévez, Mikhail Gorbachev, Boris Johnson, John Kerry, Henry
Kissinger, Emmanuel Macron, Dmitry Medvedev, Evo Morales, Barack Obama,
Vladimir Putin, Dilma Rouseff, Julio Sanguinetti, Nicolas Sarkozy, Xi Jinping,
etc. Since 2022 he has once again switched to covering Latin America. Outside
of Russia his documentaries have been premiered and broadcast in Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Panama, Uruguay, etc. He is a member of such Russia’s
nongovernmental organizations as the Academy of Russian Television, Russian
International Affairs Council (RIAC) and Council on Foreign and Defense
Policy (SVOP). An honorary citizen of Montevideo, he has a number of profes-
sional awards, including the TEFI award in the nominations Best News
Presenter and Best Information and Analytical Programme and special awards
from Honduras, Mexico, Spain, etc.

Evgeny BUZHINSKIY

PhD in Military Sciences. Lieutenant-General (retired). In the Armed Services
since 1968. Graduated from the Military Institute of Foreign Languages,
Frunze Military Academy. In 2002, he was appointed on the position of Head
of the International Treaties Department — Deputy Head of the Main Direc-
torate of International Military Cooperation of the Ministry of Defense of
the Russian Federation. Retired from active duty in 2009. Deputy CEO of Vega
Radio Engineering Corporation from 2009 to 2018. In 2009-2017, he was
PIR Center Consultant, then Senior Vice-President. Chairman of PIR Center
Executive Board since 2014. From 2016 — Associate Professor and Head of
Center for Applied Political-Military Research of the School of World Politics,
Lomonosov Moscow State University. Professor of the Institute for Advanced
Strategic Studies at the Higher School of Economics (HSE University). Vice-
President of the Russian International Affairs Council (RIAC). Specialized in
arms control, political and military aspects of international security, nonprolif-
eration of weapons of mass destruction, military use of the outer space, Russia-
NATO, and US-Russia relations.

Elena CHERNENKO

PhD in History. Special Correspondent of Kommersant Daily newspaper. She
has been in journalism since 2003. Her professional interests include cyber-
security and diplomacy, arms control, and nuclear nonproliferation. Member
of PIR Center Executive Board, Co-Chair of the Trialogue Club International,
Member of the Board of the Council on Foreign and Defense Policy (SVOP).
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Sergio DUARTE

President of Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs. In 1957, he
graduated from the Brazilian Foreign Service Academy. In the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Brazil, he held the positions of Head of Personnel, General
Secretary for Financial Control, Inspector General and Secretary General
of the Foreign Service. He served as Second Secretary, First Secretary and
Counselor at the Brazilian Embassies in Rome, Buenos Aires, the Permanent
Mission of Brazil in Geneva, and the Embassy in Washington, also served as
Minister-Counselor in the Office of the Brazilian Representative for Disar-
mament Affairs in Geneva. He was the Ambassador of Brazil to Nicaragua,
Canada, China, and Austria. Also served as Counselor to Brazilian Delegations to
the several sessions of the First Committee of the UN General Assembly in New
York (1966-1986), Delegate to the Eighteen Nation Committee on Disarmament
(1966-1968) and Alternate Representative of Brazil to the Conference on Disar-
mament in Geneva (1979-1985). In 1999-2002, he was the Representative of
Brazil to the Board of Governors of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA). President of the IAEA Board of Governors (1999-2000), the President
of the Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (2005) and the High Representative of the United Nations for
Disarmament Affairs (2007-2012). He is the author of many articles published
in specialized publications in Brazil, the United States and Europe on nuclear
disarmament and nonproliferation, international relations in general. Member
of PIR Center Advisory Board.

Dmitry EVSTAFIEV

PhD in Political Science. Professor of the Department of Theory of Law and
State at Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia (RUDN). From 2001 to 2013,
occupied various top-management positions in business, primarily in the public
relations and consulting sphere. In 2013, returned to the academic career
occupying various positions in leading Russia educational institutions. He is
developing his own Telegram Channel The Professor Looks Out Into the World
(@ IIpogeccop cmompum 8 mMups).

Nabil FAHMY

Dean Emeritus of School of Global Affairs and Public Policy at the American
University in Cairo, Egypt. He is a career diplomat (1976-2011). In 2013-2014,
he was Foreign Minister of Egypt. He also served as Ambassador to the United
States (1999-2008) and Japan (1997-1999) as well as held numerous
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government and international positions. His work focused on international
and regional security, disarmament and nonproliferation, conflict resolution,
and Arab-Israeli diplomacy. He was also the Chairman of the United Nations
Advisory Board on disarmament matters, and the Vice-Chairman of the United
Nations General Assembly’s First Committee dealing with disarmament and
international security. Founded the School of Global Affairs and Public Policy
at the American University in Cairo in 2009. In 2020, he published his book
Egypt’s Diplomacy in War, Peace, and Transition, which seeks to inform
future generations about the challenges of statecraft he and his compatriots
faced over the past 50 years. He has also published an updated Arabic book in
January 2022 entitled From the Heart of Events. He has a number of syndi-
cated monthly articles on areas of interest and current affairs. Member of PIR
Center Advisory Board as well as a number of other academic and think tank
boards.

Elena KARNAUKHOVA

Deputy Director — Education and Training Program Director at PIR Center.
Holds bachelor’s and master’s honors degrees in international relations. She
majored in International Security at the School of World Politics of Lomonosov
Moscow State University (MSU) (2018, 2020). In 2023, completed PhD program
of the MSU School of World Politics. She did an internship at the State Duma
of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation (2015), Russian Parliamen-
tarian Club (2015), Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Russian Federation
(2017), Ministry of Economic Development of the Russian Federation (2016,
2018), Trade Delegation of Russia in the UK (2017, 2018), Russian Export
Center JSC. In 2020-2021, worked as an Analyst in International Development
at the Russian Export Center. In 2021, joined PIR Center as an Assistant to
Director on Special Projects — Education and Training Program Coordinator.
Within the 10th Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Nonpro-
liferation of Nuclear Weapons (2022) coordinated the work of PIR Center
team representatives, who participated in the forum granting PIR Center
a consultative status with Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). Was one of
the editors of PIR Center Security Index Occasional Paper Series The Tenth NPT
Review Conference (2022): Chronicle of the Failure Foretold (both in Russian
and in English). Also holds the positions of Executive Secretary of the Trialogue
Club International, Executive Secretary of PIR Center International School
on Global Security, Executive Secretary of PIR Center Advisory Board and
Executive Secretary of PIR Center Executive Board. Executive Editor of the First
PIR Center Online Course on Nuclear Nonproliferation and Arms Control and
textbook Nuclear Nonproliferation and Arms Control. Digital Papers.
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Vasily KASHIN

PhD in Political Science. Director of Center for Complex European and Inter-
national Studies and Senior Research Fellow at the Faculty of World Economy
and International Affairs at the Higher School of Economics (HSE University).
He graduated from the Institute for Asian and African Studies at the Moscow
State University, in 1996, later worked in the Institute of Far Eastern Studies
of the Russian Academy of Sciences (RAS), Vedomosti business newspaper, in
the RIA Novosti news agency as Deputy Chief of Beijing office and as a Senior
Research Fellow in Centre for Analysis of Strategies and Technologies (CAST),
a Moscow-based defense industry consultancy. He is a member of the Russian
International Affairs Council (RIAC) and the Valdai Discussion Club.

Andrey KORTUNOV

PhD in History. Academic Director of the Russian International Affairs
Council (RIAC). He completed internships at the Soviet embassies in London
and Washington, and at the Permanent Delegation of the USSR to the UN.
In 1982-1995, he held various positions in the Institute for US and Canadian
Studies, including Deputy Director. He taught at universities around the world,
including the University of California, Berkeley, USA. In addition, he led
several public organizations involved in higher education, social sciences,
and social development. From 2011 to 2023, he was Director General of
RIAC. He is a member of expert and supervisory committees and boards of
trustees of several Russian and international organizations. He is a contributor
and columnist to Russian and international leading media outlets, including
Izusestia (Russia), Global Times (China) and others. Member of PIR Center
Advisory Board.

Viadimir LADANOV

Head of the South Pacific States Section of the Third Asia Department of
the Russian Foreign Ministry. His desk covers Australia, New Zealand, and
South Pacific Island states. Before moving to this role, he spent 12 years in
multilateral arms control dealing mostly with treaties prohibiting biological
and chemical weapons. Also, he was posted to India, the Netherlands, Syria,
and Belgium, and he has served in several departments of the Russian Foreign
Ministry since joining the diplomatic service in 1998. He is invited instructor
of the PIR Center International School on Global Security.
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Mikhail LYSENKO

PhD in Law. Associate Professor and Deputy Director of the International Law
Department at MGIMO University. From 1977 to 2008, he served in the Foreign
Ministry of the USSR/Russia. From 2000 to 2004 — Director of the Interna-
tional Security and Disarmament Department of the Russian Foreign Ministry.
From 2004 to 2008 — Ambassador of the Russian Federation to New Zealand.
From 2008 to 2015 — Director of International Cooperation Department at
Rosatom State Corporation. Since 2016 he has worked at MGIMO University.
He participated in numerous multilateral and bilateral talks on arms control,
disarmament, nonproliferation, peaceful uses of nuclear energy. Member of
PIR Center Advisory Board.

Andrey MALOV

PhD in Political Science. Graduated from Maurice Thorez Moscow State
Institute of Foreign Languages. Worked at the Committee of the Soviet Youth
Organizations responsible for emerging leaders programs. In 1991-1994, he was
aresearcher and lecturer at the Institute for Economic Strategies at the Russian
Academy of Sciences. In 1991 — a Visiting Professor in Western International
University, Arizona, USA. From 1993 to 2018, he served at the Russian Foreign
Ministry. Seconded in the OSCE missions in Nagorno-Karabakh (1994-1996)
and Bosnia and Herzegovina (1996-1998). Worked on arms control, nonprolif-
eration, and disarmament issues at the Russian Foreign Ministry since 1998.
For example, he held the position of the Head of Multilateral Disarmament
Division. He participated in the negotiations on multilateral disarmament as
on official member of the Russian delegations. Headed the Russian delegations
on lethal autonomous weapon systems (LAWS) issues within the Group of
Governmental Experts (GGE) (unofficial and official formats) in the framework
of United Nations Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) in
Geneva (2013-2018). Member of PIR Center Advisory Board.

Ruslan MAMEDOV

PhD in History. Senior Research Fellow at the Center for Arab and Islamic
Studies at the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences
(RAS). He is a Scientific Advisor of the Evgeny Primakov Center for Interna-
tional Cooperation. In 2016-2021, he held a position of MENA Program Manager
at the Russian International Affairs Council (RIAC). From 2021 to 2023, he
was Expert at the Representative office of the Rosatom State Corporation
Engineering Division in Cairo, Egypt. Expert of the leading Russian foreign
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policy think tanks — RIAC, Valdai Discussion Club, Gorchakov Foundation.
His research field covers and considers regional security and developments in
the Middle East with the focus on the Iraqi political process and the situation
in Syria.

Mikhail MARGELOV

Executive Vice-President of Sistema JSC. He led a group of political observers
at the Russian news agency Vesti. He was the Chairman of the European
Democrat Group in the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. On
April 25, 2005, he resigned as Vice-Chairman of the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe from Russia. From 2008 to 2011, he was the Special
Representative of the Russian President for Sudan. Also, he was the Special
Representative of the President of the Russian Federation for cooperation with
African countries. From 2000 to 2014, he was the Representative in the Feder-
ation Council of the Russian Federal Assembly from the administration of
the Pskov region. From 2014 to 2020, he was the Vice-President on Interna-
tional Affairs and Public Relations of the company Transneft. Member of PIR
Center Advisory Board.

Adlan MARGOEV

Research Fellow at the Center for Middle East Studies at the Institute for
International Studies of MGIMO University. Lecturer at the Department of
Asia and Africa Studies at MGIMO University. In 2019-2022, he was Chief
Strategy Officer at the same Institute. In 2017-2019, he directed Nuclear
Nonproliferation and Russia Program at PIR Center. Graduated from the Dual
Degree MA Program Global Security, Nuclear Policy, and WMD Nonprolifer-
ation launched by MGIMO, PIR Center, and the Middlebury Institute of Inter-
national Studies at Monterey, USA. Member of PIR Alumni Community.

Boris MARTYNOV

Doctor of Political Science. Professor of Department of International Relations
and Foreign Policy of Russia at MGIMO University. In 1983-1984, he worked in
Cuba. He was an intern at universities at Barranquilla (Colombia, 1986), Florida
International (Miami, 1990), Brasilia (1993-1995). From 1998 to 2016, he was
the Deputy Director for Research at the Institute of Latin America of the Russian
Academy of Sciences, working part-time as a Professor at the Department of
International Relations and Foreign Policy of Russia at MGIMO University.
Author of more than 100 articles and ten monographs on global security
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policy and foreign policy of Latin American states, Russian-Latin American
relations and the history of Russian emigration in Latin America. Among them
are Security: Latin American Approaches; The Golden Chancellor; Russian
Paraguay; Brazil as a Giant in a Globalizing World; Historical Essays; West
and Non-West: Past, Present... Future?; The Great Russian Revolution:
a Century Later; History of International Relations and Russian Foreign
Policy in the 20th Century, etc.

Ksenia MINEEVA

Information and Publications Program Coordinator at PIR Center. In 2021
and 2023, she graduated with honors from the Ural Federal University
(UrFU). Holds a bachelor’s degree in international relations and a master’s
degree in Global and Regional Security and Conflict Management. Member
of the Ural Nonproliferation Group. She participated in Moscow Nonprolifer-
ation Conference (2022), VI International Timerbaev Nuclear Debates (2023),
XXIII PIR Center International School on Global Security (2023).

Vitaly NAUMKIN

Doctor of History. Professor, Academician of the Russian Academy of Sciences
(RAS). President at the Institute of Oriental Studies of the RAS. In 1968-1970,
he served as an officer in the Soviet Army, taught at the Military Institute of
Foreign Languages of the Ministry of Defense. In 1972, he began teaching
medieval history of the Arab world, Islamic studies, and modern political devel-
opment of Arab countries at the Institute of Asian and African Countries of
Lomonosov Moscow State University. In 1972-1977, he worked at the Graduate
School of Social Sciences in the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen. He
is the Editor-in-Chief of the Vostok/ORIENS journal, Member of the Scien-
tific Council under the Foreign Minister of Russian Federation, Member of
the Scientific Council under the Security Council of the Russian Federation.
He heads the Department of Regional Studies of the School of World Politics
at Lomonosov Moscow State University and Center of South Arabian Studies,
Higher School of Economics. Member of the Trialogue Club International.
Member of PIR Center Advisory Board.

Nikita NEKLYUDOV

Deputy Dean for Master’s Programs at the School of International Relations.
A lecturer within the Department of Applied International Analysis at MGIMO
University. He holds the position of Managing Editor at the peer-reviewed
academic Journal of International Analytics.
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Viadimir ORLOV

PhD in Political Science. Founder (1994) and Director of PIR Center, Member
of its Executive Board. Director of PIR Center’s Nuclear Nonproliferation and
Russia Program. Founder (1993) and President of the Trialogue Club Interna-
tional. Professor of MGIMO University, Academic Director of the Dual Degree
MA Program Global Security, Nuclear Policy, and WMD Nonproliferation
(developed by MGIMO University, PIR Center and Middlebury Institute of
International Studies at Monterey, USA). In 1994, launched the first Russian
journal on nonproliferation issues, namely Adepusviit Konmpoav/Nuclear
Control. In 2007, the journal was developed into Hudexc Besonachocmu/
Security Index, with both Russian and global (English-language) editions. In
2012, the publication celebrated its landmark 100th issue, which was launched
in Moscow, Geneva, and Vienna. Altogether, 112 issues of the journal were
produced with Dr. Orlov’s leadership as its Editor-in-Chief. From 2004 to 2008,
he was a Professor at the Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP). Starting
from 2008, he has been working on the concept of BRIC, later BRICS, and
its development, particularly on its peace and security basket. Since 2010, as
a member of the Russian official delegation, he has participated at the review
conferences of the Parties to the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (2010, 2015, 2022). In 2015-2018, he also served as a member of
the United Nations Secretary General’s Advisory Board on Disarmament
Matters. Author (or co-author) of more than a dozen books and monographs
and more than 300 research papers, articles, and essays, including Nuclear
Nonproliferation textbook. He is developing his Telegram Channel Sobesed-
nik-na-Piru (@ Cobeceonuk-Ha-ITupy).

Dmitry POLIKANOV

PhD in Political Science. Deputy Head of the Federal Agency for the Common-
wealth of Independent States (CIS), Compatriots Living Abroad and Interna-
tional Humanitarian Cooperation (Rossotrudnichestvo). He holds the title of
Associate Professor from the Russian Academy of Sciences (RAS) and the title
of Full Professor of the World Distributed University of the European Informa-
tization Academy. From 1998 to 2014, he occupied different positions at PIR
Center, for example, in 2008-2014, he was Vice-President of PIR Center. Author
of over 100 publications on conflict management, peacekeeping, arms control,
international relations, and foreign policy (in Russian and foreign languages).
He is an author of the Telegram Channel Polikanov Speaks (@ IToaukaHo8
2080pum).
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Tariq RAUF

Former Head of Verification and Security Policy Coordination, Office reporting
to Director General, International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). Former
Alternate Head of the IAEA Delegation to review conferences of the Parties to
the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT review confer-
ences). In 1987-2000, he was an expert advisor on nonproliferation to Canadian
delegations at the NPT review conferences. He was a member of the Group
of Eminent Persons for Substantive Advancement of Nuclear Disarmament,
established by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Japan. He held the positions of
Advisor-Consultant to the Executive Secretary of the Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO), Senior Advisor to the Chairman
of the Preparatory Committee for the NPT Review Conference (2014) and
Chairman of the Main Committee I of the NPT Review Conference (2015). Also,
he was the Head of the Department of Nuclear Safety and Security of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Deputy Head of the IAEA delegation
to the NPT review conferences, the IAEA representative for Relations with
the Nuclear Suppliers Group, the representative of the United Nations Security
Council 1540 Committee, United Nations Counter-Terrorism Implementation
Task Force. He was also the IAEA Coordinator for concerning multilateral
approaches to the nuclear fuel cycle, the Low Enriched Uranium Reserve in
Angarsk, the Low Enriched Uranium Bank in Kazakhstan, as well as guarantees
regarding the supply of nuclear fuel. He was responsible for organizing the IAEA
Forum for the study of the experience that can be applied to the establishment
of Weapons of Mass Destruction-Free Zone in the Middle East (MENWFZ).
Member of PIR Center Advisory Board.

Sergey RYABKOV

Deputy Foreign Minister of the Russian Federation. He is responsible for
bilateral relations between Russia and the countries of North and South
America, issues of nonproliferation and arms control, including conventional
weapons in Europe and Iran’s nuclear program, as well as Russia’s participation
in the BRICS association (he is Russia’s BRICS Sherpa). Graduated in 1982 from
the Moscow State Institute of International Relations of the USSR Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (now MGIMO University). After graduation held various
diplomatic positions in the central office of the Foreign Ministry of the USSR/
Russia and abroad. From 1995 to 1999, he was the Head of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) Desk at the Department of
European Cooperation of the Russian Foreign Ministry. From 1999 to 2001 —
Senior Counselor, from 2002 to 2005 — Minister Counselor-Envoy Extraor-
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dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at the Russian Embassy in the USA
(Washington DC). From 2005 to 2008, he was the Director of the Department
of European Cooperation of the Russian Foreign Ministry. Since August 15,
2008, he has been the Deputy Foreign Minister of the Russian Federation.
Holds the diplomatic rank of Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary.
Member of the Council on Foreign and Defense Policy (SVOP) and the Russian
International Affairs Council (RIAC).

Ivan SAFRANCHUK

PhD in Political Science. Director and Leading Research Fellow of the Center
for Eurasian Studies of the Institute for International Studies at MGIMO
University. In 1997-2001, he was a Research Fellow and the Director of
the Nuclear Arms Control Program at PIR Center. From 2001 to 2006, he held
the position of the Director of the Russian Office of the International Center for
Defense Information, which was later renamed the World Security Institute,
Washington DC, USA. In 2006-2008, he was an Advisor to the World Security
Institute and the international project Global Zero. In 2011-2014, he was Deputy
Head of the Institute of Contemporary International Studies of the Diplomatic
Academy of the Russian Foreign Ministry. Author of more than 50 scientific
and methodological papers in Russian and more than 20 scientific papers in
foreign languages published in Russia, USA, Great Britain, Germany, Italy,
China, Norway, and Sweden. He is a Member of the Council on Foreign and
Defense Policy (SVOP) and Valdai Discussion Club. Professor of the Academy
of Military Sciences. Member of PIR Center Advisory Board.

Sergey SEMENOV

Research Fellow at PIR Center. He is an alumnus of MGIMO University. In
2019-2021, he led the Nuclear Nonproliferation and Russia Program at PIR
Center, focusing on review process of Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear
Weapons and Russia-US dialogue on strategic stability. Authored and co-edited
two monographs: Russia-US Nuclear Nonproliferation Dialogue: Lessons
Learned and Road Ahead; A New Nuclear Nine? Assessing the Threat of
Nuclear Proliferation in the World.

Anatoly SHCHEKIN

Consultant of Education and Training Program at PIR Center. Second-year
master’s student at MGIMO University, majoring in international relations.
He is lecturer at the Department of Roman Languages at MGIMO University.
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Dmitry STEFANOVICH

Research Fellow of the Center for International Security at the Primakov
National Research Institute of World Economy and International Relations
of the Russian Academy of Sciences (IMEMO RAS). Expert of the Russian
International Affairs Council (RIAC) and Valdai Discussion Club. Member of
the Council on Foreign and Defense Policy (SVOP) since 2024. In 2019, he was
a Visiting Research Fellow at the Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy
at the University of Hamburg (IFSH), Arms Control and Emerging Technol-
ogies Program. He participated in numerous projects under the auspices of
international organizations and think tanks, as well as several track 2 and track
1.5 dialogue platforms. Author of a number of papers for academic journals and
media. Together with his colleagues he is developing Vatfor and STRATDELA
projects on international security (including Telegram Channel @ Bamdgop
Aemocmpadnutil think tank). Member of PIR Center Advisory Board.

Maxim SUCHKOV

PhD in Political Science. Director of the Institute for International Studies
and Associate Professor at the Department of Applied International Analysis
at MGIMO University. Expert of the Russian International Affairs Council
(RIAC) and Valdai Discussion Club. His research interests include security
and foreign policy, US-Russia relations, developments in the Middle East as
well as the impact of technology on international relations. He is a frequent
contributor and columnist to Russian and international media. He is an author
of the Telegram Channel Post-America (@ ITocm-Amepuka).

Vsevolod SVIRIDOV

Expert of the Centre for African Studies for Higher School of Economics (HSE
University). Second-year master’s student at MGIMO University. Graduated
from Saint Petersburg University Department of African Studies with a degree
in Languages and Cultures of West Africa (Hausa and Bambara languages).
Authored and co-authored several analytical and scientific publications on
the Russian-African relations, energy and mining sectors of African countries,
and linguistics. Among other things, he was a co-author of the reports Africa:
Development Prospects and Recommendations for Russian Policy and Africa
2023. Opportunities and Risks.
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Veronika TERPUGOVA

Intern of Education and Training Program at PIR Center. Fourth-year student
at the Faculty of International Relations at MGIMO University. In 2023, she
held the position of Intern at the Department for Nonproliferation and Arms
Control (DNAC) of the Russian Foreign Ministry.

Anatoly TORKUNOV

Rector of MGIMO University. Member of the Presidium of the Russian Academy
of Sciences, Member of the Board of the Russia Foreign Ministry, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary. In 1983-1986, he was in the diplomatic
service in Washington. In 1986, he was elected Dean of the Faculty of Interna-
tional Relations at MGIMO. In 1989, he was appointed the First Vice-Rector.
Since 1992 Acad. Torkunov has served as Rector of MGIMO University. Acad.
Torkunov holds MA and two doctoral degrees in History and Political Science.
He is the author and co-author of more than 200 widely recognized scientific
works, including a dozen of monographs. He has received state awards of many
countries including Russia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Hungary, Japan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, the Republic of Korea, Uzbekistan, Vietnam.
He is a Member and Head of Section of the Academic Council of the Security
Council of the Russian Federation, Member of the Presidential Commission
for Science and Education, President of the Russian International Studies
Association (RISA), Chairman of Moscow Region Civic Chamber, Co-President
of the Russian Historical Society, Member of the Board of Trustees of Alexan-
drinsky Theatre, Member of the Writers’ Union of Russia.

Dmitry TRENIN

PhD in History. Research Professor and Academic Supervisor of the Institute
for World Military Economy and Strategy at the Higher School of Economics
(HSE University). Leading Researcher at the Sector for Non-Proliferation
and Arms Limitation of the Center for International Security, Primakov
National Research Institute of World Economy and International Relations of
the Russian Academy of Sciences (IMEMO RAS). Member of the Council on
Foreign and Defense Policy (SVOP) and Russian International Affairs Council
(RIAC). In 1972-1993, he served in the Soviet and Russian army. In 1978-1983,
he was a Liaison Officer in the external relations branch of the Group of Soviet
Forces in Germany (Potsdam). From 1985 to 1991, he was a staff member of
the Soviet delegation at the Geneva talks on nuclear and space weapons. In 1993,
he was a Senior Research Fellow at the NATO Defense College. In 1993-1997,
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he was a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of Europe of the Russian
Academy of Sciences (RAS). In 1993-1994, he was a Visiting Professor at
Free University of Brussels. From 1994 to 2008, he was Head of the Scientific
Council, Lead Researcher and Chairman of the Foreign and Security Policy
Program at the Carnegie Moscow Center. From 2008 to 2022, he was Director
of the Carnegie Moscow Center. From 2002 to 2022 — Member of PIR Center
Advisory Board. Member of PIR Center Executive Board Member since 2022.

Leonid TSUKANOV

Consultant of PIR Center’s Program Global and Regional Security: New Ideas
for Russia. Journalist writing on foreign affairs. Expert of the Russian Inter-
national Affairs Council (RIAC). He is a nominee for the Nasser Bin Hamad
International Youth Creativity Award on the track Science (Bahrain, 2021),
quarterfinalist of the Innovators in Global Affairs Award on the track Interna-
tional Cooperation (Network 2020, 2021), laureate of the Gennady Evstafiev
Award for young professionals in the field of international security and nuclear
nonproliferation (PIR Center, 2022), laureate of the Nationwide Contest for
Young Foreign-Affairs Journalists among young professionals (RIAC, 2023).
He founded his own Telegram Channel Lavrenty of Arabia (@ Jlagpenmuil
Apasutickuil).

Alexey UBEEV

PhD in Technical Sciences. He headed the Division of Nuclear Nonprolifer-
ation, Nuclear Safety and Security of the Department for Security and Disar-
mament of the Russian Foreign Ministry. He also served as the Deputy Director
of the Department of International Cooperation of the Rosatom State Corpo-
ration. Former Senior Nuclear Security Officer at the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA). He participated in the development of a number of
important international treaties in the field of nuclear nonproliferation, nuclear
safety and nuclear security. Participated in elimination of the consequences of
the accident at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant in 1986. Member of PIR
Center Advisory Board.

Venkatesh VARMA

Distinguished Fellow at Vivekananda International Foundation. Visiting
Instructor at Kautilya School of Public Policy. From 1988 to 2021, he was
a Member of the Indian Foreign Service. During his diplomatic career, he worked
in the Ministry of External Affairs, in the Office of External Affairs Minister
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and in the Prime Minister’s Office. In 2017-2018, he served as the Ambassador
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LIST OF ACRONYMS

ABM Treaty
Al

ALBA

AP-1

ARF

ASAT
ASEAN
AUKUS

BEAC
BMD
BOO
BRI
BRICS

BSEC
CAI
CARIFTA
CBSS
CCM
CcCw
CDM
CELAC
CERT
CFE Treaty
CIA

CICA

CIS
COP27
COPUOS

Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty

Artificial Intelligence

Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our America
1977 Additional Protocol I to 1949 Geneva Conventions
ASEAN Regional Forum

Anti-Satellite Missile

Association of South-East Asian Nations

Acronym for Australia, the United Kingdom, and
the United States

Barents Euro-Arctic Council
Ballistic Missile Defense
Build-Own-Operate Delivery Model
Belt and Road Initiative

Acronym for Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa

Black Sea Economic Cooperation

Cooperative Airspace Initiative

Caribbean Free Trade Association

Council of the Baltic Sea States

Convention on the Prohibition of Cluster Munitions
UN Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons
Clean Development Mechanisms

Community of Latin American and Caribbean States
Computer Emergency Response Teams

Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe
Central Intelligence Agency

Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building
Measures in Asia

Commonwealth of Independent States
UN Climate Change Conference
UN Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
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LIST OF ACRONYMS

CSBMs

CSTO

CTBT

CTR program
DBT

DMA

DNA
DPRK
EAEU
ECC
EDF

EU
EurAsEC
E3

FSB

FTA
GCC
GDP
GGE
GO-NGO
GW

G7

G20

HCM
HGV
HIV
HM
HTS

Confidence- and Security-Building Measures
Collective Security Treaty Organization
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Cooperative Threat Reduction program
Design Basis Threat

US-Soviet Agreement on the Prevention of Dangerous
Military Activities

Deoxyribonucleic Acid

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
Eurasian Economic Union

Coordinating Council for Emergency Situations
European Defense Fund

European Union

Eurasian Economic Community

Acronym refers to Great Britain, France and Germany
within the talks on Iranian nuclear program

Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation

Free Trade Agreement

Gulf Cooperation Council

Gross Domestic Product

Group of Governmental Experts
Government-Organized Nongovernmental Organization
Gigawatts

Group of Seven including Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, Japan, the UK and the US

Group of 20 (intergovernmental forum comprising
19 sovereign countries, the EU, and African Union)

Hypersonic Cruise Missiles
Hypersonic Glide Vehicles

Human Immunodeficiency Viruses
Heavy Metal

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham!

! This organization is recognized as terrorist in the Russian Federation. — Editor’s Note.
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LIST OF ACRONYMS

HW
IAEA
ICANN
ICAO
ICBM
ICC
ICRC
ICTs
IEA
THL
I1S
IMM
INCSEA

INF Treaty
INSTC
INTERPOL
IRBMs
ISIS

ISS

ITOs

ITU
JCPOA
KPI

LAWS
LEU

LNG

LTBT

Hypersonic Weapons

International Atomic Energy Agency

Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers
International Civil Aviation Organization
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile

International Criminal Court

International Committee of the Red Cross
Information and Communications Technologies
International Energy Agency

International Humanitarian Law

International Information Security

Index of Maritime Might

US-Soviet Agreement on Incidents at Sea and in
the Airspace Above the Sea

Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty
International North-South Transport Corridor
International Criminal Police Organization
Intermediate-Range Ballistic Missiles
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria®
International Space Station

International Terrorist Organizations
International Telecommunications Union
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action

Key Performance Indicator

Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems
Low-Enriched Uranium

Liquefied Natural Gas

Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in
the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under Water,
or Limited Test Ban Treaty (LTBT)

2 This organization is recognized as terrorist in the Russian Federation. — Editor’s Note.
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LIST OF ACRONYMS

MaRVs

MENA
MEWMDFZ

MERCOSUR
MIRVs
MMR

Moon Agreement

MW
NATO
NED
NC3
NED

New START Treaty

NNSA
NPP
NPT

NRC
OPCW
OPEC+

OSCE
OSINT
OST
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Aeroballistic Missiles and Manoeuvrable Ballistic
Missile Re-Entry Vehicles

Middle East and Northern Africa

Middle East Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and Other
Weapons of Mass Destruction

Southern Common Market
Multiple Independently Targetable Re-Entry Vehicles
Micro Modular Reactors

Agreement Governing the Activities of States on
the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies

Megawatt

North Atlantic Treaty Organization

Nuclear Explosive Device

Nuclear Command, Control and Communications
Nuclear Explosive Devices

Treaty between the United States of America and
the Russian Federation on Measures for the Further
Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms

National Nuclear Security Administration
Nuclear Power Plant

Treaty on Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, or
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty

NATO-Russia Council
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons

A group consisting of OPEC (Organization of

the Petroleum Exporting Countries) together with some
other oil-producing countries, formed in late 2016 to
control on the global oil market

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
Open-Source Intelligence Technologies

Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States
in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, Including
the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (or Outer Space
Treaty)



LIST OF ACRONYMS

PAROS
PESCO

PfP program
PPP
PPWT

PrepCom

P5

QUAD

RCO Concept
PMCs

PMF

PTIR

RAN

RevCon

ROK
RwP
R2P
SCO
SDGs
SDI

SEANWFZ Treaty

SLBM

Resolution 77/40 Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer
Space

Permanent Structured Cooperation on Security and
Defense

Partnership for Peace program
Purchasing Power Parity

Treaty on the Prevention of Placement of Weapons in
Outer Space, the Threat or Use of Force against Outer
Space Objects

Preparatory Committee for Review Conference of
Parties to Treaty on Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons

Five Nuclear-Weapon States recognized by the 1968
Treaty on Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,
namely China, France, Great Britain, USA, USSR/
Russia, which are also the permanent five member
states of the UN Security Council

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (a coalition of the US,
Japan, Australia, and India)

Russia as a Country of Opportunities Concept
Private Military Companies

Popular Mobilization Forces

Practice Theory in International Relations
Royal Australian Navy

Review Conference of Parties to Treaty on
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons

Republic of Korea

Responsibility while Protecting initiative
Responsibility to Protect

Shanghai Cooperation Organization
Sustainable Development Goals
Strategic Defense Initiative

Treaty on the South-East Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free
Zone (or Bangkok Treaty)

Submarine-Launched Ballistic Missiles
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LIST OF ACRONYMS

SMR
SNF
SREB
SSBN
SSG
SSMP
SSN

SVR

TAS
TPNW
UAE
UAVs

UK

UN
UNASUR
UNIDIR
UN OEWG
UNOOSA
UNPO
UNSC
USA
USSR
WCO
WHO
WMD
WWI
WWII
ZNPP
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Small Modular Reactors

Spent Nuclear Fuel

Silk Road Economic Belt

Nuclear Submarines with Ballistic Missiles
Diesel-Electric Submarines

Stockpile Stewardship and Management Plan
Nuclear-Powered Submarine

Foreign Intelligence Service of the Russian Federation
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in South-East Asia
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
United Arab Emirates

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
United Nations

Union of South American Nations

United Nations Institute of Disarmament Research
United Nations Open-ended Working Group
United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs
Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization
United Nations Security Council

United States of America

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

World Customs Organization

World Health Organization

Weapons of Mass Destruction

World War I (1914-1918)

World War II (1939-1945)

Zaporozhye Nuclear Power Plant
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