
5

CONTENTS

Foreword. Anatoly Torkunov . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9

Introduction. Vladimir Orlov . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

PART I. GLOBAL SECURITY IN THE TIMES OF TRANSITION
TO A MULTIPOLAR WORLD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

CHAPTER 1. The War and the World: How the Ukraine War Has
Changed the World and Keeps Changing It. Dmitry Trenin . . . . . . . . . . .  23

CHAPTER 2. Nuclear Weapons, Nuclear War and Strategic Nuclear
Arms Control. Dmitry Stefanovich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  39

CHAPTER 3. Scenes from Nonproliferation: Disengagement and
Signaling in Russian Policy. Sergey Semenov . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  47

CHAPTER 4. Nuclear Technologies: Between Security Risks, Sanction
Policies and Development Opportunities. Alexey Ubeev . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  69

CHAPTER 5. Assessing the Development of New Types
of Conventional Weapons. Dmitry Stefanovich   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  85

CHAPTER 6. Outer Space in the 21st Century: Domain for Peace
or Arms Race? Mikhail Lysenko . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  99

CHAPTER 7. Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems in the Context
of Multinational Disarmament. Andrey Malov   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  117

CHAPTER 8. Russia’s Cyber Diplomacy: A Change in Progress. 
Elena Chernenko . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  135

CHAPTER 9. International Terrorism: Threat Has Not Gone Away, 
Threat Has Lurked. Leonid Tsukanov  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  151

PART II. REGIONAL SECURITY & RUSSIA’S INTERESTS . . . . .  167

CHAPTER 10. Russia and China: Evolution of Strategic Partnership.
Vasily Kashin   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  169



6

CONTENTS

CHAPTER 11. Triumph of Geopolitics? Evolution of Russian Approaches 
to the Middle East. Vyacheslav Belokrenitsky, Ruslan Mamedov . . . . . .  183

CHAPTER 12. Long Time No Strategic Partnership: Sources
of (In)Coherence Between Russia and Iran. Adlan Margoev   . . . . . . . . . .  201

CHAPTER 13. Russia and Africa: Not Only Grain, Oil, and Tanks.
Vsevolod Sviridov . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 221

CHAPTER 14. Russia and Latin America: New Perspectives
and Modalities of Cooperation. Boris Martynov   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  235

CHAPTER 15. Beyond the Confl ict in Ukraine: Towards a New
European Security Architecture. Andrey Kortunov . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  251

CHAPTER 16. Bosom Enemies, Bitter Friends: What Relationship
Framework are Russia and the US Doomed to? Maxim Suchkov . . . . . . .  271

CHAPTER 17. The Importance of Being Determined: Refl ecting
on Greater Eurasia and the Ideas It Stands for. Elena Karnaukhova   . . .  285

PART III. UNDER THE MICROSCOPE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  305

CHAPTER 18. The Post-American World and Nuclear Nonproliferation.
20 Years with No Room for Error. Vladimir Orlov, Sergey Semenov  . . .  307

CHAPTER 19. AUKUS and Australia’s Defense Strategy.
Vladimir Ladanov  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  327

CHAPTER 20. French Nuclear Policy: Current Developments
and the Signifi cance for the Russian Political Interests.
Alexandra Zubenko  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  341

CHAPTER 21. Crisis as Practice: Routinizing Russia-US Security Rivalries. 
Nikita Neklyudov, Andrey Baykov, Anatoly Shchekin   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  353

PART IV. SECURITY DIALOGUES AND TRIALOGUES . . . . . . . .  373

CHAPTER 22. After the Expansion: The Prospects of BRICS as the Basis
for a Fairer Multipolar World Order. Sergey Ryabkov talks
with Sviatoslav Arov   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  375



7

CONTENTS

CHAPTER 23. Greater Eurasian Partnership: Security Threats and
Optimal Responses. Kirill Barsky talks with Elena Karnaukhova   . . . . .  383

CHAPTER 24. “The Third Decade of the 21st Century Promises to Be
Very Turbulent”: On a New Global Order and its Nuclear Dimension.
Dmitry Trenin talks with Elena Karnaukhova   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  401

CHAPTER 25. The Second Russia-Africa Summit and Beyond:
the Rapprochement Is Strategic, Not Tactical. Irina Abramova talks
with Vladimir Orlov and Veronika Terpugova  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  419

CHAPTER 26. Russian Soft Power: A Phantom or a Tool?
Dmitry Polikanov talks with Ksenia Mineeva   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441

PART V. BACK TO THE FUTURE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  461

CHAPTER 27. Security Index of a Globalized World: Russian
Dimension (2007). Yury Baluevskiy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  463

CHAPTER 28. “Current Situation in the Middle East is a Good
Illustration of Results from the US Export of Democracy” (2006).
Evgeny Primakov talked with Gennady Evstafi ev  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  477

PART VI. FORECASTING GLOBAL SECURITY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  485

CHAPTER 29. Dance of the Little Black Swans. Dmitry Evstafi ev   . . . . .  487

PART VII. FROM RUSSIA WITH BOOKS   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  505

PART VIII. IN THE SPOTLIGHT. TOP INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY EVENTS CHRONOLOGY: YEAR 2023   . . . . . . . . . . . . .  529

ABOUT THE AUTHORS AND MEMBERS
OF THE INTERNATIONAL EDITORIAL BOARD . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  551

LIST OF ACRONYMS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  569


